Heart of the Plains Kennel Club, Inc.

Code of Ethics

Purpose: The purpose of this Code of Ethics shall be to maintain at all times a standard of excellence in the ownership, exhibiting, breeding, and sale of purebred dogs.

I. Breeding:

A.   As a breeder, I will conduct only planned breedings using dogs and bitches which I feel will improve the breed according to the official standard of perfection for that breed.
B.   I will not plan breedings which will impair my reputation as a breeder of integrity.
C.   I will refuse stud service to any bitch that is of a different breed than my stud, that is unregistered, or that is of unsound body or temperament.
D.   I will not use at stud any dog, or breed any bitch, which has the failings listed in the above statement, except in breedings planned to assess possible hereditary faults.
E.   I will not permit a bitch to produce more than two litters in an eighteen month period.
F.   I will strive to adhere to my Parent Club's Breeder's Code, if applicable.

II. Selling:

A.   I will not sell nor donate dogs to commercial wholesalers, retailers, laboratories, nor to any buyer where I have reason to believe that the dogs will not receive proper care.
B.   I will not sell dogs without true representation to the purchaser, nor use misleading or untruthful statements in selling or advertising.
C.   I will not purchase dogs for the purpose of resale nor will I sell dogs to, person or firms known to purchase dogs for the purpose of resale.

D.   I will strongly oppose the disposing of puppies by offering them as prizes or giveaways in auctions, raffles, contests or promotional events.
E.   I will not release puppies before they are eight weeks of age.

III. Advertising:

A. I agree that my advertising, oral or written, shall be factual and not worded so as to attract undesirable buyers, or to encourage the raising of dogs as easy money scheme.

IV. Protection for Puppy Purchasers:

A.   I agree that puppy buyers have a right to a sound, healthy pet that is of the breed represented.
B.   I will be responsible for providing certain refunds, replacements or reimbursements, should the dog I see become ill or die from a condition contracted prior to the purchase.
C.   I agree that such recourse on the part of the purchaser shall be conditional upon scrupulous adherence to the care and feeding program prescribed by myself, as well as a timely examination by a state licensed veterinarian.
D.   I will provide puppy buyers with a written bill of sale spelling out the buyer's and seller's responsibilities for the quality and care of the newly purchased puppy.

V. Puppies with Defects

A.   Should I produce puppies which are deformed to the extent of causing pain to those animals, I will have them humanely destroyed.
B.   Those puppies with defects which make them detrimental to the breed shall be sold with limited registration papers and with a written agreement to have them spayed or neutered.

VI. Dog Aggression:

A.    I will support state laws making any form of participation in organized dog fights a felony.
B.   I will oppose the training of dogs for aggressive behavior toward other dogs and people in all circumstances except by recognized law enforcement agencies under carefully supervised conditions.

VII. Proper Care and Humane Treatment:

A.   I will provide proper care and humane treatment at all times.
B.   I recognize that proper care and humane treatment includes an adequate and nutritious diet, clean water, clean comfortable living conditions, regular veterinary care, kind and responsible companionship and training in appropriate behavior.
C.   I will not keep my dogs in circumstances or numbers where all the needs cannot be adequately fulfilled.
D.   Should I be convicted on charges of animal cruelty to a canine, I will have all privileges suspended by the Heart of the Plains Kennel Club, with the understanding that such conviction will be reported to the AKC.

VIII. Regulation:

A.   I will comply with all AKC rules and regulations.
B.   I will comply with all local, state and federal laws pertaining to dogs.

IX. Conduct:

A.    I will strive at all times to demonstrate the highest standard of sportmanship in all matters pertaining to dogs.
B.   I will not malign any member of the club, their breed, nor their kennel operation, publicly or privately.



X. Education:

A.    I pledge to educate the public in the standard of perfection for my breed, and in all other areas with which I am familiar regarding purebred dogs.



XI. Purebred Dog Rescue:

A.   I will encourage the effort by individuals to rescue adoptable purebred dogs from animal shelters, owners who can no longer care for their dogs in a responsible manner, or strays found wandering at large.
B.   I will encourage individuals, after exhausting all possible means to contact the breeder of such animals, to spay or neuter all adoptable purebred dogs prior to placing them with a responsible owner.



XII. Authority:

A.    I, the undersigned, solemnly affirm, as a member of, or if accepted for membership by the Heart of the Plains Kennel Club, Inc., that I will abide by this Code of Ethics. I understand that violation of this Code of Ethics is just cause for my expulsion from the membership of the Heart of the Plains Kennel Club, Inc.
